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English - The definite and indefinite article

Definite = “The”
Indefinite = “A” or “an”

An article, whether definite or indefinite helps the
reader or communicator to refer to a noun in either a
generic or a specific way.

An indefinite article may refer to something or someone
not specifically known or not previously mentioned
“ A child was playing”

1) We don’t know the child.

2) We don’t know the child’s name.

3) It is the first mention of this child. If the thought is
developed further about this child, the second time
it would be proper/acceptable to use the definite
article.

“It was a sunny summer morning and a child was
playing in the park. The child seemed very content.”

“A” can also be used to talk about our profession or
position.
“] am a pastor” “] am a teacher” “l am a student”

“] am in a difficult situation”
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“A” when the noun begins with a consonant.
“An” when the noun begins with a vowel.

*Pronunciation can change this rule
“The” definite article

Use when referring to someone or something specific
Also for proper places and bodies of water

“The United States of America”
“The United Kingdom”

*But not Italy, England ...

“The stone the builders rejected”
“The Word of God”

Sometimes nouns will appear without any article. This
is called anarthrous (very common in Greek)

“People are kind”
“God is merciful”
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The Hebrew Article

Hebrew has no indefinite article.

In this lesson our attention will be focused on the
definite article.

Most scholars assume that when a Hebrew noun does
not have a definite article, it is to be considered
indefinite.

Unlike English articles that were ‘free standing’ ( not
prefixed or attached to the nouns they were
determining)

The Hebrew definite article is prefixed, attached in
front of, and directly to the noun it is determining.

This is how to recognize the definite article
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| 1 yad=hand, a hand 1° Q hay-yad=the hand
lZﬁ \7 qol=voice, a voice LZ 77[_] hag-qol=the voice
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When the definite article is prefixed to a noun that

begins with a guttural
R,

The definite article will be modified to compensate
because gutturals do not double.
(compensatory lengthening must occur)

R §_§ father B S}rﬁj the father
Y 7§$ earth Y 7S§\;{ the earth

notice the transition from short vowel patach -to
gamets (long vowel) l‘] . (il
- T

(there are 3 types of compensatory lengthening)
patach 1to qgamets \_;l

hireq to tsere .

quibbuts to holem ’

Before || and [)

Definite article will usually be l_] but without dagesh
forte. .

» 7 (1 herev=sword :]7['] | ha-he-rev=the sword
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the rejection of dagesh forte is called "virtual doubling”

L? j_'),) ‘:‘ palace I?_27 |:l Cl the palace

[

*notice the patach did not lengthen

The definite article with begadkephat letters

RIS 10 20 Iy |
I bring this up because it can become a little confusing,
if the first letter of the noun is usually taking a dagesh
forte with the definite article... what do you do the "dot"
Dagesh Lene, In the begadkephat letters?

Nothing in the appearance changes. The Dagesh Lene
has now become a Dagesh Forte.

Irregular seghol vowel

Before 1 and before unaccented || or unaccented

T T
Or unaccented the article is written | (})Ius >
T g

For example

L‘j * 7 l;] mountains A’ 7 (I!'.] the mountains

@)
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When the definite article appears prefixed to a noun
whose initial consonant is 7 (Y00) the definite article
may be written il ;

IR e MRD e ewer

Same rule for

&
AODBA s AIDIHT e s

In the nNext few lessens we will learn
about- preposihons + definde arkcle + aoun

how the |j will  actuall v\ Seme caseés
&ﬂ?‘) oFf:,' We will also leavn aboot oJe‘mele
2ndl  indefiaiteness n ocue }‘h/dy - The Hebwrew
ceonstruct cham .



