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English syllables

Phonological unit composed of sound

Onset sound, (the beginning or initial sound)
Nucleus sound, (the middle or final sound)
Coda sound, (the final sound)

The natural or native English speaker assumes this
terminology

The “onset” sound (beginning or initial sound of a
word/syllable) can be EITHER a consonant OR a vowel

Using the monosyllabic (one syllable) word “dog”

D is the onset sound
O is the nucleus
G is the coda

The value of including this as a help to your Hebrew
(especially to learn initial, medial and final forms of
letters and words, but also as a premise for
understanding syllabification and pronunciation)

There are six different types of English syllables

1) CLOSED SYLLABLES: the word has only ONE vowel
and ENDS with a consonant.
example ‘in’, ‘on’, ‘and’, ‘ask’

2) OPEN SYLLABLES: the word has only ONE vowel
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and that ONE vowel is at the end the word or last
syllable
example ‘he’, ‘the’, ‘be’

3) SILENT ‘E’ SYLLABLES: ends with the letter ‘e’
But has ONE consonant before that ‘e’ and ONE
vowel before that consonant
example ‘these’, ‘thine’, ‘ate’

4) VOWEL COMBINATION SYLLABLES: usually has
two (sometimes three) vowels PLUS a consonant
example ‘thee’, ‘see’, ‘true’

5) VOWEL + ‘R’ SYLLABLES : has one vowel followed
by ‘R’ and/or one vowel followed by ‘R’ followed by
silent ‘E’
example ‘care’, ‘car’

6) CONSONANT ‘LE’ SYLLABLES : consonant followed
by the letters ‘LE’
example ‘candle’, ‘able’ also ‘gle’

DIVIDING ENGLISH WORDS INTO SYLLABLES

- split up words that have a double consonant
ter/ror hap/pen

exceptions > never split ‘th’ , ‘ph’, ‘ch’ , ‘wh’
(referred to as consonant diagraphs)
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divide before a SINGLE’ middle consonant
elvil o/pen

exceptions > if the first syllable(onset) has a
short sound

divide before a consonant + ‘LE’ syllable
tram/ple a/ble
divide off any compound words ( prefix/suffix)

un/done care/ful

Now that we have seen all the basic details
regarding English syllables, lets see how this
information will help us with Biblical Hebrew

NOTES:
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HEBREW SYLLABLES & SYLLABIFICATION

I think you are going to be surprised Hebrew has ONLY
two types of syllables. OPEN and CLOSED syllables
(English has 6!)

HEBREW OPEN SYLLABLES Just like English, they are
called open because the vowel ends the word or
syllable.

HEBREW CLOSED SYLLABLES Just like English, they
are called closed because the syllable ends with a
consonant.

In Hebrew, syllables must begin with a consonant
(there is one exception regarding the ’vav’, but that is
another lesson)

Using the Hebrew word , “dabar” which means “word”
notice: “dav=xr ™

731 Ons word has two
-.'uables — m\e ™

g.‘?:‘ﬁ 73/, b
ikl —7da

with ‘2" Ends W vowel
herefore OpEN

CLOSED
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Hebrew syllables are either “stressed” or as the
grammarians say “accented”...or “unaccented”

Most Hebrew words are stressed or “accented” on the
last syllable. That will be a little strange for English
students and speakers, whose “stress” usually falls on
the first syllable.

If you have been following the handouts on Ps 91 you
may have noticed some marks around letters, which are
NOT vowels. c 2V

One in particular is a above some letters. This
sign or mark is our indicator that the emphasis falls
somewhere OTHER than the last syllable.

In the case of our word ¢ dabar” / SZRvar

131/3

the stress falls on bar/ VAr

The accented (stressed) syllable in Hebrew is called

TONIC or TONE.

The syllable BEFORE the TONIC, is called PRETONIC
because it occurs before the main stressed syllable.

The syllable that is the most far removed is

appropriately called PROPRETONIC. é“" i e i M)

Understanding Hebrew syllabification will help you with
-Pronunciation

-Because lengthening or reduction may /will occur with
nouns and verbs

-may change the meaning of a word
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Next lessons

Vocal shewa & syllable details including
Dagesh Forte & Dagesh Lene

Diphthong

Furtive Patach

Meteg, Maqqep, Qames and Qames Hatuf
Quiescents and Gutturals

Defective writing

Introduction to Prepositions



